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a [a] [a] [a] [ɑ]

ah, a+1 [ɑ]

à [a] [a]

â [ɑ]

a+s/ss/z [ɑ]

 ä [ɛ]

aa [ɑ]

äu [ɔø]

ae [ae]

aen/aën [ɑ̃]

ai [ai] [ae] [ɛ]

aî [ɛ]

aï [ai] 

aï+vowel [aj]

aie(s) [ɛ]

-aient [ɛ]

ail, aill [aj]

aim [ɛ]̃

ain [ɛ]̃

aio [ajo]

ais [ɛ]

ait [ɛ]

aiu [aju]

am [ɑ̃]

an [ɑ̃]

ao [ao] [a]

aon [ɑ̃]

Spelling



aou, aoû [u]

au [au] [ao] [o]

au+r [ɔ]

aû [o]

auld [o]

ault [o]

ay [ae] [ei]

ay+vowel [ej]

b [b] [b] [b] [b]

final b [p] silent

bb [bb]

c+e/i [tʃ] [s]

c+a,o,u [k] [k] [k] [k]

ç [s]

cc+e/i [ttʃ]

cc+a,o,u [kk]

ch [k] a,o,u,au +ch [x]

i,e,ä,ö,ü,ie,ei,eu,äu
+ch [ç]

[ʃ] [tʃ]

chs [ks]

ck [k]

cq [kk]

ct [kt]

cueil [kœij]

d [d] [d] [d] [d]

final d [t] silent

dd [dd]

desc [des]
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dess [des]

e unstressed [e]

look up stressed

e+1/h [e]

e+2 [ɛ]

e+final sounded 
cons [ɛ]

e+final silent [e]

otherwise [ə]

é stressed-look up [e]

è stressed-look up [ɛ]

ê [ɛ]

ë [ɛ]

ea [ea] [ɛa] (stressed/
unstressed rule)

[ea]

ean [ɑ̃]

eau [o]

ee [e]

ée [eə]

eff [ef]

ei [ei], [ɛi] (stressed 
rule)

[ae] [ɛ]

eil, eill [ɛj]

eim [ɛ]̃

ein [ɛ]̃

el [el] [ɛl] (stressed 
rule)

em [ɑ̃]

en [ɑ̃]

emm [a]

enn [a]

ent [ɑ̃]

[ə] when verb 
ending

eo [eo] [ɛo] (stress 
rule)

[eo]
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er stressed [ɛr]

unstressed [er]

final [ɐ]

e+1=[ɛ]

final [e]


es [es] [ɛs] 
(e+unvoiced)

[ez] [ɛz] (e+voiced 
or vowel)

(stressed rule 
applies)

ess dictionary

eu [eu] [ɛu] 

(stressed rule)

[ ɔø] [œ]

ex [ɛks] final-silent

initial/medial [ks]

ey [ae] [ɛj]

ez final-[e]

f [f] [f] [f]

ff [ff] [f]

g g+e/i [dʒ]

g+a/o/u [g]

[g]

[k] when final

g+i/e [ʒ]

g+a/o/u [g]

gea [ʒa]

geais [ʒɛ]

geait [ʒɛ]

geo [ʒo]

gg gg+a,o,u [gg]

gg+i,e [ddʒ]

gg+a,o,u [g]

gg+i,e [ʒ]

gh gh+e,i [g]

gl, gli [ʎ] *doubled when 
not initial*

[gl], [gli]

gn [ɲ] *doubled when 
not initial]

[gn] [ɲ]

gue [gwe] [gwɛ]

*stressed rule)

[gɛ], [gə]

gueil [gœij]

gueu [gœ]
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gui [gwi] [gi]

h [h] unless medial 
after a vowel-then 
silent

i [i] i+1/h [i]

i+2 [ɪ]

[i]

ì, í [i]

î [i] [i]

ï [i]

ia, ià [ia],  [ja] [ia]

ie, iè [ie] [iɛ] (stressed 
rule)

[jə] [i]

iei [jɛi]

ien [jən] [jɛ]̃

ig [ɪç]

iglich, igreich [iklɪç] [ikraeç]

ii [ii]

il [il]

ilh [il]

ill [ij] [j] (exception 
“mille”, “tranquille”, 
“ville”

im [ɛ]̃

in [ɛ]̃

io, iò [i:o], [jɔ] [io] [iɔ]

iu, iù [iu] ju]

j [j] [j] [ʒ]

k [kk]

kn [kn]

l [l] [l] [l]

Italian German French English?Spelling



lh [l]

when final [j]

ll [ll] [l]

lz [lts]

m [m] [m] [m] exception: 
when following a 
vowel it nasalizes 
the vowel.

mm [mm] [m]

mn [n]

n [n] [n] [n] exception: 
when following a 
vowel it nasalizes 
the vowel.

nb [mmb]

nc [ŋk] [ŋk] nasalized vowel, 
silent c.

nf [ɱf] [nf]

ng [ŋg] [ŋg] nasalized vowel, 
silent g

nh [n] and silent h

nk [ŋk]

nm [mm]

nn [nn] [n]

np [mmp]

nq [ŋk]

nv [ɱv]

nz [nts]

o [o] [ɔ]

*stressed rule

o+1/h [o]

o+2 [ɔ]

o+sounded/h [ɔ]

o+vowel [ɔ]

o+final sounded, 
-tion, or final [o]

ò [ɔ]

ö ö+1/h [ø]

ö+2 [œ]
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ô [o] [ɔ] *stressed 
rule

[o]

oa  [o]

stressed first 
syllable [ɔ]

oe [oe]

stressed first 
syllable [ɔe]

[œ] [œ]

oeil [œj]

oeu [œ]

oi [oi] [ɔi] *stressed 
rule

[wa]

oî [wa]

oia [ɔja]

oie [wa]

oin [wɛ]̃

ol [ol] [ɔl] *stressed 
rule)

om [om] [ɔm] 
*stressed rule

[õ]

on [on] [ɔn] *stressed 
rule

[õ]

oo [o]

or [or] [ɔr] *stressed 
rule

os [ɔ] [o] *stressed 
rule but usually 
open

ou [u]

où, oû [u]

oue [we] [wɛ]

ouill [uj]

ow [ov] unless in 
proper names [o]
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oy [wa]

p [p] [p] [p]

pf [pf]

ph [f] [f]

pp [pp] [pp] [p]

ps [ps] [ps] [ps]

pt check a dictionary

q, qu [kw] [kv] [k]

qq [kk]

que [kə] [kœ]

queu [kœ]

r [ɾ] [ɾ] [ɾ] 

ress [ɾəs]

rr [ɾɾ] [ɾ]

rz [ɾts]

s intervocalic and 
s+voiced [z]

s/s+unvoiced [s]

prevocalic [z]

otherwise [s]

intervocalic [z]

otherwise [s]

sc sc+a,o,u [sk]

sc+i,e [ʃ]

sc+e,i [s]

sch sch+e,i [sk] [ʃ]

sh [sh]

sp [ʃp] when initial

otherwise [sp]

ss [ss] [ss] [ss]

st [ʃt] when initial

otherwise [st]

sz [sts]

ß [ss]

t [t] [t] [t]
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th [t] [t]

ti [sj] or [tj] dictionary

tia, tie [sj] or [tj] dictionary

tient [sjɛnt] [sjɛ]̃

tion [sjon] [sjõ]

tsch [tʃ]

tt [tt] [tt] [t]

tz [ts]

u [u] u+1/h [u]

u+2 [ʊ]

[y]

ù, ú [u]

ü ü+1/h [y]

ü+2 [Y]

ua [ua] [wa] [ya]

ue [ue] [wɛ] [y] [ye] [yɛ]

uei [wei]

ueu [œ]

ui [ui] [wi]

uio [ujo]

um [œ̃]

un [œ̃]

uo [uo]

uoi [wɔi]

uoio [ujo]

uu [u]

uy [ɥi]

v [v] [f] [v]

vv [vv]
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w [v]

x [ks] [ks] [gz]

y y+1/h [y]

y+2 [Y]

[i]

ÿ [i]

yen [jɛ]̃

ym [ɛ]̃

yn [ɛ]̃

z [ts] [dz] dictionary [ts] [z] unless silent 
final (proper 
names exception)

zz [tts] [ddz] 
dictionary
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